Who was Vikrama?   Origin of the Vikrama-era         Ixv
Recent tendencies toward greater faith in the Jain traditions.—
There are indications that the pendulum is now swinging back.
Scholars are becoming less disdainful of the Indian traditions about
Vikrama. Konow, in SBer. Berl. Akad. 1916, p. 812 ff. (and cf.
Ep. Ind. 14 [1918], p. 293 f.), has not only protested against this
disdain, but has made a serious effort to rehabilitate some of the Jain
records, by showing their consistency with other known facts. He
refers particularly to the Jain story called Kalakacaryakathanaka
(Jacobi, ZDMG. 34. 247 ff., especially £86). This work tells how the
Qakas conquered Gardabhilla,1 King of Ujjayim, but were later ex-
pelled by Gardabhilla's successor Vikramaditya, who freed the world
from debt and in celebration of this generosity establish! a new era.
(So the story puts it, agreeing with all other Jain authorities, includ-
ing the Vikramacarita. Konow seems to assume that the real occasion
for the founding of the era was the victory over the Qakas; and, of
course, this may be true, for aught we know.) After 135 years, how-
ever, another Qaka king returned and overthrew the dynasty of Vikra-
maditya, founding another new era (the Qaka era of 78 a.d.). This
account Konow very ingeniously brings into relationship with certain
Chinese historical records of the doings of the Qaka and Kushan
dynasties. It seems to me that he makes out at least a plausible case
for the historicity of Vikrama as King of Malava and founder of the
era of 58-57 b.c. Such seems to have been the latest opinion of Vin-
cent Smith; for in his Oxford History of India (1919), p. 151, he says
that "it is possible that such a Raja may have existed" at that time
and place. Charpentier appears to hold a similar view (Cambridge
History of India, 1922, Vol. 1, p. 167 f.).
Historic persons who may have been the basis of the legendary
Vikrama. — There have been several attempts to pick out from among
the various later kings who had the title of Vikrama or Vikramaditya
that particular one who is most likely to have been the figure around
whom the Vikrama legends grew up. It can hardly be said — and
has not been said, generally, even by the proponents of the theories —
that any one of them has succeeded in establishing a claim to anything
more than plausibility. They are based, generally speaking, on vague
resemblances between the character and incidents (by no means al-
ways certain) of the reign of some historic king, who had or is supposed
1 This name (cf. gwdabka, "ass") certainly has something to do with the legend of
Vikrama's birth, told in the Appendix to my book, at the end of this volume. The name
of Vikrama's father, there given as Gandharvasena, should perhaps be Gaxdabhasena.

